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Location 


San  Juan  County  occupies  the  southeastern  corner  of  the  State  of 
Utah.  Before  1879  the  county  was  an  unsettled,  wilderness  --  mountains, 
deep  dangerous  canyons,  heavy  timbers  and  a  wild  river.  This  county 
is  separated  largely  from  the  rest  of  the  State  by  the  great  Colorado 
River.  The  River’s  high  canyon  walls  make  much  of  the  distance  in¬ 
accessible.  Many  ancient  cliff- dwellings  are  foimd  in  this  region,  as 
well  as  much  of  Utah’s  scenic  wonders.  In  1879,  the  time  of  which  we 
write,  Utah  was  still  a  Territory. 

The  "Four  Corner"  district  is  unique.  It  is  the  only  place  in  the 
United  States  where  four  states  corner  together.  With  no  settlements 
and  no  law  organization,  the  County  of  San  Juan  became  a  hiding  place 
for  men  of  crime  from  the  other  three  states  --  Colorado,  Arizona  and 
New  Mexico.  It  has  been  said  that  perhaps  no  other  place  in  the  world 
could  be  found  to  compare  with  this  situation.  Kuman  Jones,  one  of  the 
San  Juan  pioneers,  wrote:  "The  whole  stretch  from  Forty-Mile  Springs 
to  Bluff  could  have  been  planned  for  one  of  nature's  hideouts  for  wild 
animals,  desperadoes,  outlaws  and  Indians,  who  were  in  full  possession 
of  it  when  we  arrived  and  for  many  years  afterward.  " 

Many  criminals  had  built  cabins  and  corrals  and  brought  herds  of 
stolen  cattle  to  graze  on  the  rich  range  ^^ands.  "It  was  generally  under¬ 
stood  that  the  Navajoes  and  Paiutes  maintained  claim  of  this  section 
of  country.  If  an  outlaw  wished  to  Liwart  pursuit  he  had  only  to  make 
friends  with  the  Indians  to  prevent  the  law  from  bringing  him  to  justice.  " 
Pursuit  and  arrest  was  almost  impossible.  We  learn  that  criminals  came 
from  long  distances,  even  from  England  to  escape  punishment  for  gross 
violation  of  law. 


Natural  Resources 


Heart  Throbs  Vol  12  p  341  records  the  following:  "The  greater  part 
of  San  Juan  County  is  a  high  plateau  of  from  5000  to  6000  ft.  elevation. 
Thousands  of  cattle  were  grazing  the  immense  acreage  of  blue  grass, 
north,  east  and  h^uth  of  the  Blue  Mountains  before  the  Mormons  came 
to  Blxiff  in  1880  .  South  Montezuma  was  the  dividing  line  between  two  of 
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the  largest  Cattle  Companies  --  the  Carlyle  Cattle  Company  and  the  L.  C. 
Company.  The  latter  turned  1700Phead  into  South  Montezuma  the  first 
year.  The  Carlyle  Co.  sold  30,  000  head  when  they  sold  out  at  the  turn 
of  the  century.  This  number  has  been  questioned  by  one  who  was  a 
resident  for  many  years.  From  the  same  source  we  learn,  "Men  expert 
with  horse  and  rope  came  from  Texas,  Colorado  and  New  Mexico.  Some 
w'^ere  honest  men  filled  with  adventure,  others  were  fugitives  from  the  law.  " 

Through  the  years  since  the  pioneers  settled  Bluff,  farming  and  stock 
raising  has  been  the  principle  occupation.  The  History  of  Utah  by  Noble 
Warr\xm  notes;  "San  Juan  County  was  one  of  the  very  best  dry-farming 
co\mties  in  the  State.  " 

During  the  last  few  years  rich  deposits  of  uranium  have  been  discovered 
in  the  county  and  surrounding  region.  Many  are  risking  their  savings  of 
the  years  in  search  of  this  valuable  mineral.  Some  important  claims  are 
producing  rich  returns. 

In  these  later  years  much  of  nature's  wonders  have  been  discovered 
in  the  Four  Corners  district.  These  in  time  may  become  a  source  of 
revenue  for  the  county. 


Purpose  and  Date  of  Settlement 


Before  the  late  1870's  no  attempt  had  been  made  for  settlement  in 
San  Juan  County.  The  trackless,  timbered  land  with  its  deep  gorges  and 
gulches  added  to  the  problems  of  those  who  came  first  to  develop  the  land 
for  colonization.  It  was  inhabited  by  two  tribes  of  Indians  -  Uie  Navajo 
Reservation  lay  south  of  the  San  Juan  River.  A  tribe  of  Paiutes  claimed 
the  land  north  of  that  river. 

Both  the  Territor  j^of  Utah  and  the  Church  of  Jesus  Christ  of  Latter- 
Day  Saints  were  interested  in  the  colonization  of  Utah's  wilderness  places. 
In  1878,  at  a  S^ake  Conference  of  the  Church,  held  at  St.  George,  Erastus 
Snow,  himself  a  pioneer,  and  colonizer,  suggested  that  a  colony  be  planted 
in  the  neighborhood,  of  the  "Four  Corners.  "  It  was  discussed  again  at  a 
Conference  in  Parowan  Stake  and  here  some  yoxmg  men  were  called  to 
explore  the  country  of  the  Grand  River,  now  the  Colorado.  The  population 
of  the  Territory  v/^as  increasing.  There  were  many  young,  growing 
families  who  needed  homes  and  farms.  This  county  was  being  considered 
to  fill  these  needs. 
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An  exploring  party  imder  the  leadership  of  Silas  S.  Smith  had  earlier 
been  sent  into  San  Juan  County  by  way  of  hee’s  Ferry,  and  through 
northern  Arizona  .  Kuman  Jones  who  later  became  one  of  the  original 
pioneers  to  settle  Bluff,  was  one  of  this  scouting  party  of  1878.  In 
Smith’s  report  of  their  explorations  he  recommended  the  valley  of  the 
San  Juan  river  as  suitable  for  settlement.  Two  families  ofhis  company 
had  been  established  on  the  San  Juan  river,  to  be  the  nucleus  of  a  colony 
of  a  later  date.  It  was  understood  that  they  would  be  joined  the  following 
year  by  other  colonists. 


Eighty  Families  Called 


During  the  administration  of  John  Taylor,  as  President  of  the  Church 
of  Jesus  Christ  of  Latter-Day  Saints,  eighty  families  were  called  by  the 
Church  to  build  a  colony  on  the  San  Juan  River.  The  greater  part  of  this 
company  were  residents  of  the  four  co^lnties  -  Washington,  Iron,  Garfield 
and  Beaver.  With  their  teams,  wagons,  families  and  livestock  "They 
began  the  journey  under  the'  leadership  of  Silas  S.  Smith.,  Platte  D.  Lyman 
and  Jens  Nielson.  Circiimstances  placed  the  greater  responsibility  upon 
Elder  Jens  Nielson.  " 


Course  of  Journey 


Quoting  Kuman  Jones :"They  traveled  from  Cedar  City  to  Panguitch 
and  headed  for  the  Colorado  River  at  a  point  east  of  the  Escalante  Desert.  " 
The  route  of  travel  had  previously  been  mapped  but  evidently  the  topography 
of  the  country  and  the  difficulties  of  travel  over  it,  were  little  understood 
by  those  assigned  the  task.  Only  stalwart  men,  with  faith,  determination 
and  cooperation  could  have  accomplished  the  mission  of  building  roads 
through  the  difficult  wilderness  that  lay  between  them  and  their  goal. 

Quoting  Levi  Edgar  Young  in  "Founding  of  Utah,  "  "It  is  probable  that  no 
colonizers  of  the  west  e'r  yj;  had  greater  difficulties  in  building  roads  than 
had  the  pioneers  of  San  Juan.  "  In  Kuman  Jones*  journad  we  read,  "The 
greater  part  of  the  company  had  gathered  at  the  Forty-Mile  Springs  near 
Escalante  desert  early  in  November  1879.  " 

Platte  D.  Lvman  wrote,  "We  left  Forty-Mile  Springs  with  a  boat  on 
one  wagon  and.  luggage  on  another.  We  drove  over  the  roughest  road  I  ever 
saw  a  wagon  go  over.  "  He  continued,  "Our  wagons  struggled  up  a.nd  over 
many  a  place  no  man  could  call  a  road.  "  After  weeks  of  travel,  battling 
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cold  winds  and  storms  with  intermittent  dust  and  mud,  building  roads 
as  they  traveled,  the  company  finally  reached  the  Colorado  River. 

Financial  Assistance 


The  Legislature  of  Utah  made  an  appropriation  of  $5,  000  to  be  used 
for  the  building  of  roads.  The  Church  gave  $500.  A  wagon  of  supplies 
including  powder  and  steel  tools,  drawn  by  a  four-mule  team  trained  in 
road  building. 


River  Campsite 


The  home  of  these  pilgrims  for  six  weeks  was  here  in  the  windy 
desert  near  the  edge  of  the  canyon  wall  of  the  great  Colorado  River. 

Their  shelter,  consisting  of  wagon  covers  and  tents,  no  doubt  was  many 
times  inadequate  against  the  winter  winds  and  storms.  "For  firewood 
they  used  the  desert  brush.  They  prob.ably  hauled  some  wood  from  the 
Escalante  moxantains  or  coal  from  the  settlements.  Evidently  it  was 
necessary  to  haul  water  for  camp  use.  Quoting  Kuman  Jones,  "We  rejoiced 
when  the  early  wet  snows  fell.  As  the  snow  melted  it  filled  the  holes  in 
the  rocks,  which  furnished  culinary  water  at  least  for  a  day.  "  In  1887  my 
father,  Monroe  and  family,  with  other  helpers,  drove  a  herd  of  150  horses 
and  cattle  into  San  Juan  County.  My  sister,  Delle,  rode  horseback  and 
helped  drive  the  stock.  I  drove  a  team  and  wagon.  As  we  traveled  through 
White  Canyon  to  Bluff  our  water  supply  for  camp  use  was  often  obtained 
from  basin-like  depressions  in  the  top  of  large  flat  rocks.  As  I  remember 
it,  we  sometimes  found  several  gallons  in  one  rock  basin. 

About  a  mile  up  stream  from  the  pioneer  camp,  Platte  D.  Lyman  and 
his  helpers  lowered  his  boat  over  a  ledge  and  dragged  it  to  the  water's 
edge.  He  with  some  other  men  scouted  up  and  down  the  Colorado  River 
in  this  boat.  They  discovered  the  mouth  of  the  San  Juan  River  where  it 
empties  into  the  Colorado. 


A  Christian  Group 

Using  Kximan  Jones'  words,  "This  group  was  a  well  organized  good- 
natured,  jolly  camp.  "  He  stated  also,  "The  great  majority  went  to  work 
in  earnest  and  a  good  healthy  Christian  atmosT>^ere  pervaded  the  camp. 
Sabbath  was  observed.  Singing  hymns  and  pra.;,  t  rs,  were  attended  at 
least  each  evening.  " 
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Among  the  stalwarts  of  this  company  were  three  members  of  my 
immediate  family  -  stalwarts  because  through  the  unusually  difficult  years 
that  followed,  they  remained  and  continued  to  use  their  strength  for  the 
development  of,the  wilderness  country  of  San  Juan.  Before  the  year  closed, 
some  of  these  pioneers  returned  to  their  homes,  unable  to  accept  the 
present  diffictolties,  or  to  face  the  future  hardships. 

My  eldest  brother,  Lemiiel  Harison  Redd,  Jr.  (Lem)  through  tlie  years 
was  prominent  in  the  civic  and  religious  affairs  of  the  commimity  in  the 
town  of  Bluff,  as  well  as  in  the  later  settlements.  His  wife,  Elisa  Westover 
Redd,  was  a  real  pioneer  helping  to  encourage  some  of  the  niceties  of  life 
in  the  pioneer  town  of  BLxff.  Monroe  Redd,  a  younger  brother,  unmarried 
joined  the  company  to  assist  with  the  loose  stock.  He  with  his  family  later 
became  citizens  of  San  Juan  County.  My  father,  Lemuel  Hardison  Redd, 
with  George  W.  Levy  and  two  younger  men,  George  Morrill  and  George 
Hobbs  were  appointed  the  vanguard  of  the  company.  Their  responsibility 
was  to  explore  ahead  and  select  the  most  suitable  place  for  roads. 

Problems  Ahead 

The  problems  confronting  these  pioneers  seemed  almost  beyond  their 
power.  The  mighty  Colorado  River  lay  at  the  bottom  of  a  deep  canyon. 
Quoting  Platte  Lyman:  "The  canyon  walls  at  this  place  of  encampment 
rise  from  2,  000  to  3,  000  feet  from  the  water,  and  are  in  many  places 
perpendicular.  "  He  estimated  the  River  to  be  about  three  hundred  and  fifty 
wide.  Crossing  the  Colorado  River  farther  so\ith  in  1927,  we  learned  from 
the  man  who  operated  the  Ferry  that  the  River  was  four  hii’^dred  feet  deep. 

How  were  these  travelers  to  reach  the  waters  of  this  great  River?  How 
were  they,  with  their  families  and  possessions  to  cross  this  mighty  stream? 
They  were  facing  a  crisis.  Someone  said: "Crises  bring  out  the  best  in  men.  " 
This  truth  was  verified  in  the  work  accomplished  by  these  brave  men  and 
women  in  the  weeks  that  followed.  They  recognized  their  need  of  power 
greater  than  their  own.  Their  faith,  their  determination,  their  cooperation 
together  with  strenuous,  consistent  work  empowered  them  to  master  this 
part  of  their  laborous  mission. 

Explorers  Perilous  Journey 


December  17,  1879  marked  the  beginning  of  the  road  down  the  canyon 
wall.  On  this  same  date  George  W.  Levy,  Lemuel  H.  Redd,  George  Morrill 
and  George  Hobbs  began  their  scouting  journey  eastward  to  ascertain  whether 
it  would  be  possible  to  get  through  to  the  point  where  the  company  of  the 
year  before  established  the  base  and  left  two  families  -  Harriman  and  Davis. 
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These  scouts  started  from  camp  with  four  horses  and  a  pack  mule. 

They  crossed  the  River  in  a  boat.  Their  destination  was  the  base  camp 
at  Montezxima  on  the  San  Juan  River  about  twenty «five  miles  east  of  the 
townsite  of  Bluff.  This  camp,  according  to  Kuman  Jones'  estimate  was 
about  125  miles  from  the  Colorado  camp.  Platte  D.  Liyman's  estimate 
was  175  miles.  "These  men  expected  to  replenish  their  food  bags  at 
the  camp  of  Harriman  and  Davis.  They  took  -vith  them  food  sufficient  only 
for  the  one  way  journey. 

It  was  mid-winter  with  snow  blinding  storms  and  cold  winds.  The 
difficult  canyons  and  the  heavily  timbered,  trackless  stretch  of  country 
made  their  progress  slow.  George  Hobbs  relates,  "  Christmas  found  us 
on  the  fea,£t  side  of  Elk  Mountain  without  food  and  no  way  of  identifying  our 
location.  "  He  continued,  "It  was  impossible  to  retrace  our  steps  to  the 
River  camp  and  we  knew  not  which  way  to  go  to  reach  our  destination.  " 

His  report  at  the  Historian' s  Office  gives  Hobbs*  words  as  fellow’s: 

"L.  H.  Redd's  dream  helped  us  find  cujr  way.  " 

The  following  is  my  father's  story  as  I  remember  hearing  him  tell  of 
their  perilous  experience. that  Christmas  time.  Snow  had  fallen  all  day 
until  evening.  Night  began  to  settle  around  them.  They  found  a  clearing  in 
which  to  make  camp.  With  branches  from  cedar  trees  they  brushed  off 
the  snow  and  kindled  several  large  fires  to  dry  and  warm  the  ground.  After 
hours  of  work  carrying  dry  ceda,r  trees  to  feed  the  fires,  their  reward  was 
a  warm  place  for  their  horses  and  for  each  of  them  to  lie  dowm  wrapped  in 
his  blankets.  Their  grievous  needs  of  the  moment  and  their  days  of 
suffering  from  cold  and  lack  of  food  would  naturally  lead  them  to  the  only 
Source  from  which  they  could  possibly  receive  help. 

Morning  came  wit’  lear  skies  and  sunshine.  As  they  folded  their 
blankets  my  father  said  to  his  companions,  "Come  with  me  to  the  top  of 
yonder  knoll  and  I  ■will  show  you  the  San  Juan  River.  "  As  they  stood  on 
the  spot  where  he  had  stood  in  his  dream  of  the  night  before,  their  hearts 
thrilled  as  each  in  his  turn  with  their  field  glasses,  looked  upon  the  waters 
of  the  San  Juan  River.  -"Shining  like  a  silver  ribbon  in  the  sunlight,  "  as 
my  father  expressed  it.  This  ended  their  search  for  the  San  Juan  River. 

It  was  to  guide  them  to  their  destination. 
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Goal  Readied 


Quoting  Kujrnan  Jones,  "after  days  of  struggling  through  snow  and  cold 
they  reached  the  camp  at  Montezuma.  Four  days  they  had  been  without 
foo^  Their  hunger  was  satisfied,  but  because“R^“su^5Iirra.t 
were  so  depleted,  these  people  dared  not  divide.  The  scouts  stayed  one 
day  to  recuperate.  These  people  feared  for  their  own  subsistence.  " 

It  vras  fortunate  for  these  tired,  hungry  men  th.at  there  were  other 
adventurers  not  far  away,  from  whom  they  could  purchase  a  small  supply 
of  food  for  their  return  journey.  -  "In  1877  Peter  Shirts,  a  sturdy  pioneer 
and  Indian  fighter  of  southern  Utah,  had  built  a  cabin  at  the  point  where 
the  Montezuma  creek  empties  into  the  San  Juan.  River.  This  man  procured 
his  provisions  at  a  market  far  to  the  east.  "  This  same  Peter  Shirts  sold 
forty-eight  pounds  of  flour  to  these  four  explorers  for  twenty  dollars. 

This  information  was  given  by  J.  M.  Redd  (Monroe) -a  member  of  the 
original  San  Juan  pioneers  and  confirmed  by  Kuman  Jones.  Two  extra 
mules  were  bought  by  Lemuel  H.  Redd  from  Davis  and  taken  back  to  the 
river  camp  where  added  horsepower  was  needed.  (J.  M.  Redd) 

The  return  journey  was  full  of  peril,  with  cold,  storms  and  shortage 
of  food.  Quoting  Kuman  Jones; "After  eleven  davs  ihiey  arrived  to  join 
again  the  pioneer  group  at  the  Colorado  River,  January  9,  1880,  having 
traveled  310  miles.  "  Their  report  was  favorable  for  the  building  of  roads 
to  the  chosen  town  site. 


Hole -in -the  Rock  Episode 

December  17,  the  same  day  the  explorers  crossed  the  River  to  begin 
their  arduous  journey  eastward,  forty- seven  men  began  work  on  a  road 
such  as  never  before  had  been  made.  On  tlie  near  side  of  the  River  they 
discovered  a  deep  crack  in  the  canyon  wall.  For  a  road  by  which  to  take 
their  wagons  down,  this  seemed  the  only  recourse. 


Quoting  Platte  D.  Lyman: "The  first  third  of  the  way  down,  the  proposed 
road  the  slope  or  incline  fell  eight  feel  to  the  rod,  but  farther  down  the 
pitch  moderated  and  ended  in  fairly  level  landing.  "  He  estimated  the  dis¬ 
tance  from  the  top  of  the  ca  .-on  wall  to  the  River  bank  was  three  fourths 
of  a  mile. 


An  article  by  Charley  Redd  in  the  "Record  Stockman"  explains  that  the 
pioneers  enlarged  the  crack  in  the  canyon  wail  by  blasting.  They  hewed 
holes  down  tlie  sides  of  the  crevice  in  w:hich  to  anchor  short  oak  poles  to 
form  a  crude  road  part  of  the  distance.  Wily  Redd  confirmed  this.  He  told 
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me  that  evidence  of  this  can  yet  be  seen.  According  to  his  words  oak 
trees  are  found  on  the  bank  of  the  River  below. 

Again  quoting  Platte  D.  Lyman: "These  men,  after  widening  the 
fissure,  filled  it  with  rocks  and  gravel.  "  It  is  possible  that  they  used  both 
methods,  Using  again  the  words  of  Kuman  Jones; "Long,  heavy  ropes  were 
provided  and  about  twenty  men  and  boys  held  on  the  wagons,  each  in  its 
turn  to  make  sure  there  woiild  be  no  accident  through  brakes  giving  way.  " 

In  an  article  written  by  David  S.  MiUer  and  published  in  the  Desert 
News,  we  find  the  following : "When  the  pioneers  arrived  at  the  rim  of  the 
Colorado  they  found  a  cleft  in  the  canyon  wall,  but  it  was  nothing  like  the 
present  notch  known  as  the  Hole-in-the^Rock.  What  we  see  there  today  is 
a  man  made  chasm,  chiseled,  picked  and  blasted  out  of  the  rock  wall  by 
members  of  the  expedition  during  the  months  of  December  and  January 
(1879-80).  The  first  pioneers  arrived  at  the  scene  early  in  December  and 
had  to  climb  up  a  considerable  incline  of  about  25  degrees  pitch  in  order 
to  see  through  the  natural  cleft  in  the  canyon  wall.  There  was  a  straight 
drop  of  about  45  feet.  From  the  base  of  this  sheer  wall  the  degree  of  de¬ 
cline  was  about  45  degrees. 

"In  order  to  build  a  road  it  was  necessary  for  the  pioneers  to  literally 
blast  out  this  fissure  wide  enough  and  deep  enough  to  allow  the  passage  of 
wagons.  It  was  not  only  necessary  to  cut  a  notch  through  the  rock  to 
eliminate  the  sheer  45  foot  drop,  but  an  approach  to  the  passage  was  also 
required.  This  necessitated  the  blasting  of  a"trench"  150  to  200  feet  long 
which  today  constitutes  an  approach  to  the’ hole  itself. 

"Inside  the  chasm  itself  a  passage  had  to  be  blasted  that  woiild  be  wide 
enough  for  a  wagon  and  not  so  steep  as  to  make  wagon  travel  impossible 
The  result  was  accomplished  in  about  six  weeks  of  hard  labor  on  the  part 
of  every  able  bodied  man  in  the  company.  "  , 

Kuman  Jones  drove  the  first  wagon  down  --  the  first  of  eighty=three, 
guided  safely  against  almost  insurmountable  obstacles.  "This  was  done 
without  the  loss  of  a  single  life.  "  "Some  who  have  visited  the  place  de¬ 
clare  it  is  probably  the  most  difficult  of  all  pioneer  ventures.  "  This  is 
the  famous  Hole-in-the-Rock.  "Today  the  place  is  h^lowed.  The  spot  is 
considered  almost  a  shrine  by  the  descendants  of  the  courageous  San 
Juan  band.  "  Orly  men  who  sought  the  Lord's  help  could  have  accomplished 
such  a  feat. 
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Crossing  the  River 


Crossing  the  River  was  another  problem  simultaneously  being 
studied  and  worked  out  for  the  fulfillment  of  the  San  Juan  Mission. 

These  pioneer s, with,  their  possessions  must  be  taken  across  this 
mighty  River.  We  have  evidence  from  two  sources  of  information 
which  show  that  both  methods  were  probably  used.  First,  Anna  Prince 
Redd,  who  studied  documents  concerning  the  San  Juan  Mission  gave  to 
me  the  following  facts:  "The  pioneers  floated  their  wagons  across  the 
River  on  rafts.  "  She  further  explained  that  there  was  no  timber  near 
the  campsite.  Men  were  hired  to  cut  heavy  logs  in  the  Escalante 
Mountains.  These  were  floated  down  the  Escalante  River  which  emptied 
into  the  Colorado  a  few  miles  upstream  from  the  H©le=in=the“Rock. 

These  logs  were  intercepted  where  the  two  rivers  unite.  At  least  one 
large  raft  was  constructed  by  binding  many  large  logs  together  with 
heavy  iron  chains.  These  logs  were  made  secure  at  intervals  through 
their  full  length.  Three  and  four  wagons  were  taken  across  at  one  time. 

Second,  quoting  Platte  D.  Lymanl  "Charles  Hall  of  Escalante  has 
brought  down  the  material  for  a  flat  boat  which  he  is  building  and  will 
use  it  for  a  ferry.  "  He  later  stated,  "The  boat  was  worked  by  one  pair 
of  Oiars  and  does  very  well.  "  company  coul  ^  have  used  both.  ~  the 

raft  and  th.e  flat  boat. 

Two  difficulty  heroic  feats  were  successfully  accomplished.  The 
following  weeks  would  reqixire  faith,  courage,  cooperation,  strength  and 
endurance,  to  build  roads  over  the  rough  wilderness  country  yet  to  be 
conquered  before  reaching  their  goal.  "At  one  time,  "  says  Kuman  Jones, 
"we  were  three  weeks  crossing  a  canyon,  for  we  were  compelled  to  dig 
every  inch  of  the  way  for  seven  miles  out  of  solid  rock  thiat  our  wagons 
might  pass  safely  over  it.  " 

End  of  Journey 


After  about  five  and  one-haJ.f  months  this  wearer  group  reached  the 
end  of  their  journey.  It  was  springtime,  April  6,  1880.  Someone  des¬ 
cribed  the  place  as  like  a  broad  meadow,  green  and  restful.  Humbly 
and  grat'sdul.ly  they  offered  their  prayers  of  tloianks giving,  and  with  that 
same  spirit  they  began  to  lay  off  blocks  and.  lots  and  to  build  log  homes 
from  the  cottonwood  trees  that  grew  along  the  blanks  of  the  San  Juan 
River.  Bluff  was  the  name  selected  for  their  new  refuge.  Naturally  they 
wouJd  begin  at  once  to  plow  and  to  plant.  The  precious  kernals  of  seed 
grain,  guarded  and  protected  through  the  long  months  of  travel  =  these 
with  the  garden  vegetable  seeds  and  potatoes  must  be  planted  and  cared 
for  with  the  greatest  care,  that  the  summer  sunshine  and  the  ripening  ^ 
weeks  of  autumn,  might  bring  a  fruitage  to  help  sustain  them  through 
the  months  that  follow. 
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Just  a  quiet  rest  from  rough  travel  wa.s  satisfying  for  t]b.e  mothers 
and  children  of  the  company.  This  small  town  of  Bluff  was  far  away  from 
civilization.  Their  only  neighbors  were  two  tribes  of  Indians  who  claimed 
this  region  as  their  own.  They  were  in  many  ways  a  nuisance.  On  the 
north  edge  of  the  town  of  Bluff  stood  the  "Twin  Towers",  sometimes 
called  "Navajoe  Peaks.  "  They  might  well  have  been  called  "Twin  Sentinels", 
tall  and  colorful  in  shades  of  red  and  purple  as  if  standing  gitard,  to  pro- 
tect  and  defend  this  tired  group  of  pilgrims.  For  so  long  they  had  lived 
in  their  wagons,  moving  day  after  day  over  rough,  dangerous  roads. 

Appreciation  Expressed. 

Kuman  Jones"journal  reads;  "Surely  the  hand  of  Providence  had  been 
over  these  traveling  pilgrims.  No  serious  accident  had  befallen  any  of 
them.  There  were  only  two  tipovers.  Several  babies  had  been  born. 
Provisions  were  anything  but  plentiful,  but  good  health  prevailed.  The 
roughest  wagon  road  in  North  America  had  been  gone  over  without  any 
serious  smashups  or  breakdowns.  The  main  portion  of  the  camp  had  been 
five  and  one -half  months  on  the  journey  of  three  hundred  twenty-five 
miles,  two  hundred  ten  of  which  had  been  over  unsettled  country  through 
which  a  wagon  had  never  gone  before.  " 

Kuman  Jones'  Tribute  to  Vanguards.  "The  exploring  trip  of  these 
four  men,  George  W.  Levy,  Lemuel  H.  Redd,  George  Morrill  and  George 
Hobbs^  will  always  be  remembered  by  all  those  acquainted  with  it,  and 
who  took  part  in  it,  as  one  of  the  hardest  and  most  trying  in  the  way  of 
perseverance  and  persistent  endurance  of  any  undertaking  connected  with 
the  San  Juan  Mission.  It  has  been  a  so.urce  of  wonder  to  all  those  who  have 
become  acquainted  with  the  country  tl.»rough  which  those  explorers  traveled, 
since  those  early  days.  How  they  ever  found  their  way  through  deep  snow 
and  blinding  snowstorms  in  such  a  timbered  country,  all  cut  to  pieces  with 
deep  gorges  for  such  a  long  distance  without  compass  or  trail,  remains 
a  puzzle.  .Much  of  the  time  t]fe,ere  was  no  sun,  m.oon  or  sta.rs  to  he.lp  them 
in  keeping  their  course.  The  only  a.nsw€;r  that  helps  explain  the  mystery 
must  be  that  a  kind  Providence  came  to  their  assistance.  How  those 
Latter-Day  Saint  scouts  made  that  trip  and  returned  all  alive,  with  the 
weather,  food  shortages  and  other  obstacles  against  them  is  proof  that 
God  held  out  His  hand.  Having  gone  over  that  same  country  many  times 
riding  after  cattle  it  seems  more  impossible  as  time  passes.  " 

Hardships  Equal  to  Those  of  1847 

The  difficulties  and  hardships  suffered  by  the  settlers  of  Bluff  measured 
equal  to  those  endured  by  the  pioneers  who  came  to  Salt  Lake  Valley  in  1847. 
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Two  thousand  ninety-five  persons  came  to  Utah  in  the  summer  and 
fall  of  1847.  Qxioting  Kximan  Jones,  "  There  were  ninety  men,  about 
thirty  women  and  sixty  children  who  made  up  the  expedition  of  the  Hole- 
in-the  Rock. 

Both  communities  were  forced  to  guard  against  troublesome  Indians. 
Salt  Lake  City  was  on  the  highway  between  thie  East  and  the  gold  rush  in 
California.  Caravans  occasionaJly  passed  through  the  city.  One  time^ 
at  least,  merchandise,  food,  clothing,  blankets,  machinery  etc.  could 
be  purchased  in  the  streets  of  Salt  Lake  City  as  cheap  as  they  could  be 
bought  in  St.  Louis. 

Bluff  was  isolated  from  all  civilization.  They  were  surrounded  by 
two  tribes  of  Indians  with  many  outlaws  in  the  mountains.  The  unruly 
fractious  San  Juan  River  too  was  a  continuous  enemy  to  the  farmers, 
destroying  their  canals  and  washing  away  their  land. 

Founding  of  Monticello 

Before,  the  San  Juan  pioneers  settled  Monticello  in  1888  or  “90,  a 
wealthy  Englishman  by  tibn  name  of  Carlyle  bought  and  equipped  a  large 
ranch  near  this  townsite.  A  life-giving  mountain  stream,  fed  by  the 
snows  of  the  Blue  Mountains,  flowed  through  th.is  region.  This  stream 
is  known  as  the  North  Branch  of  the  Montezuma  Creek.  Carlyle  filed 
claim  and  secured  this  water  right.  Carlyle's  headquarters  was  at  St. 
Louis.  His  foreman,  W,  E.  Gordon,  was  an  honest,  educated  man.  It 
is  probable  according  to  J.M.  Redd,  Jr.  that  many  of  the  hired  helpers 
on  this  ranch  were  of  the  outlaw  class. 


The  new  town  suffered  a  water  shoirtage.  They  utilized  the  waters  of 
the  South  Branch  of  Montezuma  Creek,  which  wa.s  not  siiJficient  for  their 
needs.  They  tried  to  arrange  with  the  Cattle  Company  for  the  use  of 
some  water  from  the  north  tributary.  There  was  some  centre  /ersy 
between  the  townspeople  and  the  Cattle  Company.  After  awhUe  some 
water  rights  were  secured. 

About  1896  or  “98  the  Carlyle  Company  sold  their  cattle  and  bought 
sheep.  In  1912  Lem  Redd,  Hyrum  Perkins,  John  Adams  and  Henry  Dalton 
bought  this  ranch  with  the  water  right  and  everything  connected  vdth  it. 
Today  their  descendants  use  this  land  for  farming  (J,  M.  Redd,  Jr.  ) 
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County  Organization 


The  History  of  Utah  by  Noble  War  rum  records:  "San  Juan  County  was 
created  by  the  Twenty^fourth  Territorial  Uegislature,  February,  1880.  " 

At  this  time  the  appointment  of  Silas  S.  Smith  as  Probate  Judge  was 
effected.  He  acted  until  August  when  other  officials  were  elected  as  follows: 

James  Lewis  “  Probate  Judge 
Jens  Neilson  ) 

Kuman  Jones  )  Selectmen  -  Commissioners 
George  W.  Levy  ) 

Charles  W.alton  =■  Clerk  and  Recorder 

L.  H.  Redd,  Jr.  fLem)  Assessor  and  Collector 

Willard  Butt  ~  Sheriff 

Settlement  of  Blanding 

B landing  was  founded  in  1905.  The  town  was  first  called  Grayson,  to 
honor  Joseph  A.  Lyman’s  wife,  whose  maiden  name  was  Grayson.  She 
was  the  first  pioneer  woman  to  live  in  the  new  town. 

In  1915  the  townspeople  talked  of  establishing  a  town  library.  An  unusual 
offer  in  a  current  magazine  came  to  their  attention.  Thomas  Bicknell  pro¬ 
posed  to  give  a  library  to  a^j>.y  western  town  that  would  take  and  perpetuate 
his  name.  He  had  no  children.  Bicknell  had  collected  a  library  and  wanted 
his  name  to  live  along  with  it.  A  town  meeting  was  called  and  the  discussion 
of  this  problem  was  favorable.  But  before  their  decision  was  received  by 
Bicknell,  anoth.er  town  (Thurber)  had  a.ccepted  th.e  offer  and  had  taken  the 
name  of  Bicknell.  Wishing  to  be  fair  to  both  he  divided  his  library  between 
the  two  towns  and  asked  that  the  na,me  Grayson  be  changed  to  Blanding. 

This  was  his  vdfe’s  maiden  name. 

.  '  Lem’s  First  Official  Co^mtv  Work 


No  taxes  had  ever  been  levied  against  the  outlaw  cowhoys.  Through 
the  years  they  had  enjoyed  this  region  without  interruption.  Lem  Redd’s 
first  official  visit  to  any  of  them  was  nothing  like  a  holiday  pleasure. 

Some  of  the  tovmsmen  offered  and  did  accompany  him.  These  companions 
suggested  that  he  wear  a  cartridge  belt  and  a  six  shooter,  Lem  refused, 

His  daughter  in  a  humorous  tribute  to  her  father  doubted  that  he  would  knc»w 
how  to  shoot  a  gun.  Some  distance  from  their  place  of  abode  Lem  dismounted 
and  walked  alone  toward  the  men  who  occupied  the  cabins.  Lem  announced 
himself  as  the  Co;mty  Assessor,  an  agent  of  the  government  of  the  United 
States  of  America.  They  were  armed  always  and  did  not  relish  giving  of 
their  substance  to  the  government  or  to  any  person.  Firm  in  his  demands 
they  listened  and  a  proper  appraisal  was  effected. 
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Hearing  the  story  of  Lem's  courage  without  arms,  I  thought  of  David 
son  of  Jesse.  David  couJd  not  fight  Goliath  dressed  in  King  Saul  's  armor. 
He  said,  "I  cannot  go  with  these,  I  have  not  proved  them.  "  And  David  put 
them  off.  With  his  great  faith  David  knew  the  Lord  walked  by  his  side  and 
he  did  not  fear.  He  destroyed  the  giant  and  saved  Israel  from  the 
Philistines. 

Unarmed  and  alone,  at  least  without  man's  help,  Lem  accomplished 
his  mission.  He,  too,  knew  the  Lord  stands  by  those  who  are  obedient 
to  righteous  law  and  are  willing  to  fight  for  right. 

Growth  Through  the  Years 

The  barriers  and  hindrances  and  hardships  of  enterprise,  met  and 
conquered,  develop  men  of  character  and  strength.  They  in  turn  bring 
out  the  very  best  of  the  hidden  possibilities  about  them.  San  Juan  County 
was  the  home  of  many  opposing  forces.  The  strongest  only  of  the 
original  pioneers  remained  to  battle  against  these  trying  conditions. 
Today  there  are  thriving  communities  with  modern  conveniences.  They 
have  light  and  water  systems.  They  have  merchandising  stores  fJiat 
compete  with  those  in  large  cities.  Their  schools  have  reached  out  to 
give  Indian  children  opportunities  for  education.  In  connection  with 
school  lessons  the  laws  of  sa  nitation  have  been  impressed  upon  these 
Indian  students.  The  wilderness  has  been  made  to  blossom  and  to  bring 
forth  good  fruit. 


Scenic  Wonders 


Nature  has  been  extravagantly  lavish  in  her  gifts  of  scenic  wonders  in 
San  Juan  County.  She  has  fashioned  strange  and  distinguished  marvels 
which  draw  tourists  from  far  and  n.  ear. 

"San  Juan  County  is  a  land  of  brilliantly  colored  cliffs,  winding  box 
canyons,  pinnacles  and  arches. 

"Most  of  the  natural  bridges  of  the  United  States  are  in  the  "Four 
Corner"  region. 

"Within  the  Natural  Bridges  National  Monument  are  three  natural 
bridges.,  exceeded  in  size  only  by  the  great  Rainbow  Bridge  National 
Monument. 


"In  1908  President  Theodore  Roosevelt  proclaimed  that  these  be  pro¬ 
tected  by  the  government.  " 
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Goosenecks  of  San  Juan  River 


Among  t!ie  wonders  nature  has  created  in  San  Juan  County  are  the 
famous  Goosenecks  in  the  San  Juan  River.  These  have  been  formed  by 
gradual  means  through  the  ages  of  the  world's  history.  At  this  point 
the  river  flow«  along  the  bottom  of  a  deep  rocky  gorge.  Several  columns 
of  solid  rock  rise  to  an  estimated  height  of  1500  to  2000  feet  from  the 
bed  of  the  ravine*  which  has  deepened  with  the  continuous  washing  by  the 
waters  of  th,e  river  through  the  centuries.  These  rocky  shafts  rise  to  the 
level  of  the  surface  of  the  surrounding  country.  Deep  down  around  the 
bases  of  these  columns  the  river  winds  and  rolls.  It  is  estimated  to  be 
about  two  or  threehundred  feet  across  from  where  the  river  begins  to 
wind  around  these  columns  to  the  point  where  it  continues  again  on  its 
regular  course.  To  follow  by  way  of  the  waters  of  the  river  the  distance 
is  estimated  two  or  three  miles. 

Don  Eddy*  writing  of  the  wonders  in  San  Juan  County  said:  "It  is  a 
mighty  land  of  mighty  wonders.  "  The  same  author  tells  of  the  breakdown 
of  a  bus  in  a  week=long  loop  through  this  wonderland.  They  had  three 
New  York  City  girls  as  passengers.  The  men  hiked  thirty-five  miles 
for  help.  It  was  necessary  to  install  the  girls  in  a  natural  cave  with  fire 
wood,  water,  food  and  blankets.  These  girls  thrilled  with  the  experience 
of  a  night  alone  in  a  cave.  The  next  year  they  sent  some  of  their  friends 
with  instructions  to  have  the  car  break  down  in  the  same  spot.  One  girl 
wrote:  "What  I  loved  most  wa.s  the  vastness,  the  i  emoteness  and  the 
fact  that  there  was  just  God  and  us  in  all  that  magnificence.  " 

The  Mexican  Revolution  of  1 911  “1 2  made  necessary  the  exodus  of  the 
Latter-Day  Saints  from  their  homes  in  the  states  of  Chihuahua,  and  Sonora 
Various  places  in  western  United  States  furnished  refuge.  At  this  time 
five  more  of  Lemiiel  H.  Redd's  sons  became  citizens  of  San  Juan  County. 
Ben^Burt  and  Parley  came  with  their  families  .  Wiley  and  Ancil  were  un¬ 
married.  Wayne  H.  Redd  had  moved  to  Bluff  in  1889-  Eight  brothers  now 
resided  in  the  settlements  of  San  Juan  County. 

Kuman  Jones'  tribute  to  my  father.  "Lemuel  H.  Redd,  Sr.  was  a  man 
of  strong  characteristics  of  a  kind,  fair  disposition,  full  of  experience  in 
all  things  associated  with  pioneer  life,  wiry  in  body,  agreeable  as  a 
traveling  rompamon.  He  was  altogether  well  equipped  for  an  arduous 
journey  such  as  we  attempted  to  describe  above.  Brother  Redd  was  also 
blessed  in  standing  at  the  head  of  a  very  large  family,  many  of  whom 
have  taken  an  active  and  important  part  in  the  development  of  the  San 
Juan  Mission,  also  in  Mexico  and  other  outposts.  He  passed  the  latter 
pari  oi  his  life  in  Mexico  where  a  number  of  his  children  now  reside.  " 
Kuman  Jones. 
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